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Overview of the 
Power of Perspective 

This installation consists of... 

A Timeline 
To connect seemingly isolated occurrences, the timeline presents events and movements 
around the world and in the USA along with key moments in and around the field of 
evaluation. It allows us to see patterns: different milestones that occurred in the same 
period and similar milestones that occurred in different periods—not just within 
evaluation but also in relation to deeper currents. The timeline spans from 1972 to 2022 
in five-year increments. 

Scholar-Practitioner Profiles 
To remind us that we are not alone, the timeline profiles select evaluation scholar-
practitioners from the American Evaluation Association’s first two decades. We have a 
lineage of intellectual ancestors who shaped evaluation’s journey toward understanding 
and changing persistent patterns of inequity. 

An Interactive DEI Journey Map 
Inevitably partial, the timeline and profiles are a call awaiting your response. To 
democratize evaluation’s narrative, a crowd-sourced People’s History of Evaluation 
allows each of us to tie our personal and community experiences to something bigger 
than our individual selves. Directions for adding your milestones to the timeline 
are on the back of this sheet and in alternative languages and formats online. 

A Table of Artifacts 
AEA’s Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) journey started long before 2020 and even 
before the last few election cycles. See the writing of evaluation scholar-practitioners 
who illuminated, questioned, and critiqued the field’s patterns and fundamental 
assumptions in the earliest days of the American Evaluation Association and its 
precursors. These items are being made available to view within the installation space. 

A Reflective Corner 
The weight of all the work that has been hidden in plain sight can be heavy to hold, 
especially alone. Abedding, a dark theand coolroom has been designed to be private, with materials 

Quality sleep starts with comfortable 

corner ofroom, 
temperatures.

and guidance for individuals or groups to reflect on their journey mapping experience. 



        
           

         
        

        
         

   

         

       

  

            
            

          

            
  

         
      

            
    

  

         
         

 

A  People’s  History  of  Evaluation  
Directions  

Please be mindful of the energy that you 
bring into the space, take up in it, and leave with. 

With  some  post-it  notes  and  a  pen  in  hand,  identify  
pivotal  events  or  situations  that...  

...challenged or changed your individual or our collective understanding 
of difference, inequality, unearned advantage, oppression, or resistance. 

Find  the  relevant  year  on  the  timeline  and  consider  what  
DEI  milestones  marked  or  shaped...  

...your own journey and that of your ancestors? 
What did you and your people experience or incite? 

...the evaluation literature? 

...the evaluation field and its professional associations and institutions? 

...US society—including related fields, sectors, and disciplines? 

...the world? 

No  need  to  respond  to  all  questions  within  any  individual  
year.  Only  respond  to  the  questions  and  years  that  resonate  
with  your  journey  and  milestones.  

Please use one post-it for each milestone you share. Share as many 
milestones as needed to reflect your journey. Scan the QR code below 
for ways to share in alternative languages and formats online. 

Visit the Table of Artifacts and Reflection Corner to deepen or unpack 
your experience. 

Throughout the conference, revisit A People’s History of Evaluation 
as it continues developing and unfolding. 

Share your journey on social media for those not at the conference! 
#Eval22 #PeoplesHistoryOfEvaluation #PowerOfPerspective #TheMay13Group 

Learn more 

Scan to read or share in alternative languages and 
formats and learn more about The May 13 Group. 

SCAN 

https://themay13group.net/work/the-power-of-perspective/



